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Family & Friends.................................. November 17, 2021

A Thankful People
 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, 

rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious 
about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God. And the peace of God, 

which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 

4:4-7 ESV)
Next Thursday, people all over our country will 

gather with family and friends to celebrate Thanks-
giving. For many folks this is a great time to enjoy 
reconnecting with family. It is a day of laughter, cel-
ebration, and counting blessings. For many people 
this holiday may conjure up images of the good 
china, the good silverware, special table settings 
and a table full of great food. It may bring back 
great memories of time spent with extended fam-
ily.
For many, however, it is not such a joyous day. 

Instead of gathering with family and friends, we 
may find ourselves alone, or being reminded of a 
strained or broken relationship.  Instead of laugh-
ter, the Thanksgiving holiday may leave us sad be-
cause of an empty chair at this year’s table. Instead 
of wonderful warm memories, it may bring back 
hurt from a family life that was less than ideal. How 
are we to celebrate when this is our experience of 
Thanksgiving?
Paul gives us some good instruction for this situa-

tion in Philippians 4. Paul, writing from prison 
and separated from these people that he 
holds so dear, tells the church in Philippi to 
rejoice in the Lord. He encourages them to 
rejoice in every situation of life (Philippians 
4:11-13).  Then he makes the connection be-
tween rejoicing and being thankful. 
Now, if we find ourselves in the group of 

people for whom Thanksgiving is a great day 
of celebration and joy, rejoicing and being thankful

Thanksgiving Day is just a little over a week away.  The spirit of 
Thanksgiving is one of being with family & friends, love and being 
grateful, and of course delicious foods.  It is a day that we thank 
God for the blessings He has blessed us with the past year.  It’s a 
time to reflect on the challenges of 2020 and 2021, and to give 
thanks for all we do have, and our hope for a brighter future.  Grat-
itude is an expression of our freedom that comes from God and 
God alone.  We give thanks for all blessings.  The First Thanksgiv-
ing was in 1621 over a three-day Harvest Festival.  The Pilgrims 
gave thanks to God for the bounty they had harvested.  They had 
to eat what they brought with them on the Mayflower that first 
year, until they could plant and harvest their gardens.  The Pil-
grims wanted to thank God for their bounty from their harvest.  
Something we should always do.  Our traditions are important to 
us.  I think Thanksgiving is one of the most beautiful traditions we 
observe.  It’s not about expensive gifts and decorations, but sitting 
down with family and friends and enjoying a meal together, or 
even help serve those who are homeless, in a shelter or anyone 
needing a meal. Let’s pray for a change in the world that those 
who are hungry may be filled and those without hope may be 
given courage.  Thanksgiving is not just a day.  It’s a way we can live 
our lives every day!  To God Be the Glory!   

He who offers a sacrifice of thanksgiving honors Me; And to 
him who orders his way aright I shall show the salvation of God.  

(Psalm 50:23) 
We are thankful for our visitors:  Danny & Maggie Wilke (Kimber-

ling, MO), David & Sarah Ellison (Fayetteville), Kyle Dillard (Spring-
dale), Alyce Johanson (Centerton), and Kelli Homeyer. (Bella Vista) 
Those on our prayer list:  Good news for Roy Fanning!  He has 

been cleared by his doctors and doesn’t need to see them again 
for a year.  Lynn Barnica had surgery Monday.  Marg Kahler had 
surgery at the Mayo Clinic last week.  Please keep both Lynn and 
Marg in your prayers.   Chuck Pippin is in Highlands Health for re-
hab after a fall.  Doug Klingman is at home and still struggling with 
his health.  Becky Donceel is struggling with health issues also.  
Continue to remember and pray for Jennifer Oxford, Ramin Salimi, 
Pat Musson, Ola Harless, Susan Duffy, Judith Carmical, our mis-
sionaries, our military and police force, our country and president, 
and a cure for the Covid virus.  
"We must find the time to stop and thank the people who make 

a difference in our lives."  John F. Kennedy  
Items needed for Fair Haven Children’s Home:  canned vegeta-

bles, tuna, egg noodles, olives, pancake mix & syrup.  Our Food 
Pantry for Nov.:  canned chicken, stuffing mixes, peanut butter, 
cereal, evaporated milk, marshmallows/marshmallow cream, 
cookie mixes, cereal & sugar. 
The Light of the World knows no power failure.  Love you, stay 

safe. 
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seem really appropriate. But, what if we find ourselves in 
the other group? Is it possible, does it make any sense, to be 
thankful in these situations?
We can always give thanks that God hears and cares for us. 

Paul says, “The Lord is at hand.” In other words, God is not 
distant, uncaring, or unfeeling. God is near and is able to 
help. God has made great promises to his people. Among 
those promises is the promise of, “I will not leave you or 
forsake you.” (Joshua 1:5) Jesus repeated that promise to 
his followers in Matthew 28:20 when he said, “And, behold I 
am with you always, to the end of the age.” Remember that 
in all areas of our lives, God loves us and is actively working.
We can always give thanks that God enables us to live in 

peace. Despite all the things that constantly swirl around 
us; no matter the circumstance in which we find ourselves 
God has made it possible for us to be at peace. Because of 
what God has done for us in Jesus Christ we can be certain 
that we have hope and a future. God demonstrates forgive-
ness and reconciliation in the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. 
If this holiday reminds us of a strained or broken relation-
ship, God has demonstrated that reconciliation and healing 
are possible. If this holiday saddens us because there is an 
empty seat at the table, we are reminded that death is not 
the end of things for us because of God raised Jesus from 
the dead. We need to stop and give thanks in the middle of 
our joyous celebrations because God has enabled us to be 
a part of a loving family modeled after the love Jesus dem-
onstrates for us. 
Holidays affect different people in different ways, and navi-

gating them can be challenging. This year, as this holiday ap-
proaches, let’s remember what it means to be part of God’s 
family. For those who have looked forward to this holiday 
and the celebration that it brings, please be aware and look 
out for those we know for whom this holiday may be dif-
ficult. Reach out and share the love of Jesus with them. Re-
mind them of the joy, the family, the hope and the future we 
have because of what God has done. For those for whom 
this holiday is a reminder of loss and suffering, reach out to 
your spiritual family for support. Remember the closeness 
and care of God. Thank him for the love he has demonstrat-
ed and for all he has done to allow us to rejoice in all cir-
cumstances. For all of us, let’s remember every day to give 
thanks for all God has done for us in Christ Jesus our Lord.

-JEFF GRISHAM

Thanksgiving Lost

In 1789 George Washington issued the first presidential 
proclamation. Congress had asked the president to “rec-
ommend to the people of the United States a day of pub-
lic thanksgiving and prayer.” He did so, and part of the the 
proclamation read like this: 

“Whereas it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge 
the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to  be 

grateful for His benefits, and  humbly to implore His 
protection  and favor….Now, therefore, I do recommend 
and assign Thursday, the 26th day of November next, to 
be devoted by the people of these States to the  service 
of that great and glorious Being who is the beneficent 

author of  all the good that was, that is, or that will be; 
that we may then all unite in rendering unto Him our 

sincere and humble thanks for His kind care and protec-
tion of the people of this country.”

I identify with much of what Washington has to say here, 
I could give thanks to God for many of the same things 
he brings up in this proclamation. God has protected me 
and my family, his favor is obvious when I see the church 
family I am surrounded by. God’s kindness and care is in 
plain view. 
But, something interesting happened to the paper 

Washington’s proclamation was written on soon after 
he put down his pen. It was lost. For the next 130 years, 
no one knew where this explanation of the meaning of 
thanksgiving was. Presumably, it was misplaced when the 
United States capital was moved from New York to Wash-
ington D.C. In 1921, historian J.C. Fitzgerald came across 
the document at a New York art auction and rescued it 
for just $300.
How does a document as important as the first presi-

dential proclamation get misplaced? I do not know, but 
something just as significant about Thanksgiving is still 
lost. At our best we think of this holiday as a chance to 
spend time with family, at our worst we turn it into a 
consumeristic nightmare. For most of us, God will only 
receive an honorable mention on the last Thursday in No-
vember, likely just before the meal. The rest of the day 
will be spent eating, watching football, and searching the 
sale ads for stuff we do not need. 
 

Romans 1:18-23 contains a scathing rebuking of those 
who fail to acknowledge the plain ways God makes him-
self known to us. What is their sin? They fail to “honor 
him as God or give thanks to him.” Indeed we might even 
describe the first sin as one of ingratitude. Adam and Eve 
were not satisfied with the good gifts God had given them. 
They wanted more and in taking more than what was al-
lotted to them they changed the course of history. Appar-
ently giving thanks is a big deal.
The past couple of years have produced widespread hard-

ship in this country and around the world. Perhaps some 
of that has hit particularly close to your home in the form 
of lost jobs, sickness, or death. Still, God’s goodness, kind-
ness, and favor are in plain view as long as we are willing 
to look - as long as we are willing to prioritize thanksgiving. 
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 
you.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16–18)

-CORY SPRUIELL


